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THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION  FOR  ONTARIO 


The  Late  Queen  Alexandra 


QUEEN  ALEXANDRA 

Tributes  to  her  memory  at  the  time  of  her 
death  in  November ,  1925 


"From  the  moment  that  Queen  Alexandra,  as 
Princess  of  Wales,  was  welcomed  in  London, 
sixty-two  years  ago,  she  completely  won  the 
hearts  of  the  British  people  by  her  whole-hearted 
kindness;  by  her  beauty  and  her  rare  gifts  of 
grace;  and  by  her  simplicity.  From  that  time 
her  position  was  assured  in  the  affections  of 
everyone,  and  they  feel  now  that  someone  has 
passed  to  rest  from  among  them  who  had  that 
wonderful  thing,  the  affection  of  the  nation. 
The  tributes  being  paid  to  her  memory  through¬ 
out  the  whole  country  are  as  genuine  and  as  real 
as  was  the  benignity  of  her  nature. 

"Her  presence  contributed  to  something  which 
•  was  very  valuable  to  this  country — it  contributed 
to  the  popularity  of  the  Royal  Family,  not 
merely  among  the  crowd,  but  in  the  homes.  It 
was  that  sort  of  popularity  which  not  only  was 
a  great  assurance  to  the  Crown,  but  was  an  asset 
of  stability  to  the  whole  country.” 

*  *  *  * 

"She  lived  for  eighty  years.  Only  for  nine  of 
them  was  she  the  Queen  of  England;  only  for 
twenty-five  of  them  was  she  a  Queen.  But  all 
her  life  she  was  a  Princess.  We  have  all  learned 
from  our  story-books  the  proper  qualities  of  a 
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Princess.  She  must  be  beautiful;  and  Alexandra 
was  beautiful.  She  must  be  gracious;  and 
Alexandra  was  gracious.  She  must  be  pitiful  and 
full  of  loving  kindness;  and  so  was  Alexandra. 
And  thus  Alexandra  was  the  story-book  Princess 
made  real. 

“In  her  later  years  she  queened  it  only  on 
that  one  day  of  every  summer  when,  bowered  in 
roses,  she  drove  about  London  on  her  own  Rose 
Day.  The  wild  rose  expressed  all  of  the  most 
serious  and  persistent  part  of  her  inextinguish¬ 
able  loving  kindness,  her  ardour  for  good 
hospitals  and  good  nursing.  To  the  public  mind 
it  expressed  more  than  that.  It  summed  up  her 
peculiar  contribution  to  the  new  idea  of  mon¬ 
archy  which  King  Edward  and  she  had  spread 
among  her  people.  It  became  the  symbol  of 
herself,  of  the  beautiful  Princess,  of  the  woman 
whom  a  life-time  of  court  and  palace  could  not 
rob  of  her  free  and  natural  sympathies.” 

*  *  *  * 

“For  three  generations  she  had  been  beloved 
of  the  people  of  this  country  and  the  Empire. 
When  other  thrones  in  Europe  had  been  tottering 
or  had  collapsed  our  Throne  had  grown  closer 
and  closer  to  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Queen 
Alexandra’s  goodness  of  heart  and  love  and 
affection  for  her  people  had  contributed  to  that 
more  than  anything  else.  The  people  of  the 
whole  Empire  mourn  her  sincerely  in  their 
hearts.” 
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EMPIRE  DAY 


Canada  was  the  first  country  to  celebrate 
Empire  Day  and  the  first  celebrations  of  this 
kind  took  place  in  1899  in  the  schools  of  Ontario, 
Nova  Scotia  and  Quebec.  In  the  following  year 
such  celebrations  became  general  throughout  the 
Dominion.  A  special  day  is  now  observed  as 
Empire  Day  in  all  parts  of  the  world  which  are 
under  the  Union  Jack  and  the  keeping  of  the 
day  in  the  schools  is  now  approved  throughout 
the  British  Empire. 

It  has  been  truly  said  that  the  ideals  which  we 
wish  to  develop  in  the  life  of  a  nation  must  first 
be  inculcated  in  the  minds  of  the  children.  It  is 
fitting,  therefore,  that  on  the  special  day  set 
apart  as  Empire  Day,  the  children  in  the  schools 
should,  by  suitable  lessons  and  exercises,  have 
impressed  on  their  minds  the  ideals  of  liberty, 
justice  and  honour  for  which  the  British  Empire 
stands  and  that  they  should  be  taught  to  rightly 
appreciate  what  they  owe  to  the  British  Empire. 

At  present  the  greatest  League  of  Nations  in 
the  world  is  the  British  Empire,  and  it  will  be 
for  many  years  to  come.  What  would  it  have 
meant  to  us  and  to  the  world  if  the  British 
Empire  had  not  existed  in  the  Great  War?  But 
while  our  Empire  has  proved  mighty  in  war  it  is 
also  the  most  powerful  agency  for  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  world’s  peace. 


In  many  ways  the  unity  of  the  Empire  is  being 
promoted  through  educational  channels.  The 
Imperial  conferences  on  education  which  are 
held  from  time  to  time  in  different  parts  of  the 
Empire  have  served  to  stimulate  the  co-operation 
of  Empire  teachers  as  the  surest  guarantee  of 
Empire  citizenship.  It  is  largely  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Imperial  Education  Conferences 
that  the  scheme  for  the  Interchange  of  Teachers 
within  the  British  Empire  has  been  brought  into 
existence  and  established  upon  a  permanent 
basis.  The  goodwill  of  the  education  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  various  parts  of  the  Empire  has 
succeeded  in  establishing  a  liberal  attitude  in 
respect  of  the  recognition  by  one  authority  of 
the  qualifications  possessed  by  the  teachers  from 
the  other  authority.  It  was  also  agreed  that 
each  teacher  serving  overseas  should  continue  to 
be  paid  by  the  authority  under  which  he  or  she 
is  employed  at  the  time  of  interchange  and  thus 
all  difficulties  regarding  salaries  have  been 
removed  from  the  scheme  of  interchange.  The 
advantages  of  these  interchanges  are  well  set 
forth  in  the  two  articles  on  Interchange  included 
in  this  booklet. 

The  League  of  Empire’s  Scheme  of  Corres¬ 
pondence  between  schools  of  the  Empire  is  also 
serving  a  useful  purpose  in  giving  to  many 
pupils  a  wider  and  more  sympathetic  interest  in 
the  Empire  than  they  would  otherwise  have, 
and  thus  equipping  them  to  become  worthy 
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citizens.  Teachers  desiring  information  regard¬ 
ing  this  Correspondence  Scheme  should  write  to 
Miss  F.  M.  Standish,  643  Euclid  Avenue, 
Toronto. 

The  Minister  of  Education  desires  that,  as  in 
previous  years,  the  schools  of  Ontario  will  again 
celebrate  Empire  Day  in  a  fitting  manner.  It  is 
a  day  upon  which  by  special  teaching  through 
essays,  exercises,  songs  and  addresses,  the 
glorious  achievements  and  destiny  of  our  Empire 
may  be  presented.  Teachers  are  urged  to  make 
special  preparations  themselves  and  to  give 
some  preliminary  training  to  their  pupils,  so  that 
for  the  proper  observance  of  the  day,  the  pro¬ 
grammes  may  be  carried  out  with  brightness  and 
precision.  This  booklet  is  intended  to  give 
suggestions  and  to  provide  some  material  for  use 
in  this  connection.  Previous  Empire  Day  book¬ 
lets  should  be  available  in  the  school  library  and 
the  information  to  be  obtained  from  these,  along 
with  that  to  be  obtained  from  the  text  books 
and  current  literature,  should  enable  all  schools 
to  provide  a  programme  suitable  for  the  occasion. 

It  is  intended  that  the  Empire  Day  Booklet 
sent  out  each  year  shall  be  placed  in  the  school 
library. 
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A  WORD  OF  GREETING 
From  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Province 


By  celebrating  Empire  Day  in  the  schools,  the 
young  people  of  Ontario  are  really  proclaiming 
their  rightful  share  in  some  of  the  most  brilliant 
achievements  in  history  and  claim  kindred  with 
some  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  every  walk  of 
life. 

It  is  a  very  wonderful  thing,  this  British 
Empire  of  ours,  not  like  any  other  empire, 
ancient  or  modern,  since  it  rests,  not  upon  force, 
but  upon  free  consent,  stands  not  for  selfishness 
and  empty  pomp  but  for  the  happiness  and 
contentment  of  its  different  peoples;  represents 
liberty  and  justice  in  every  part  of  the  world  and 
adopts  as  its  guiding  rule  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  mankind  generally.  Other  races  and  nations 
have  equally  noble  aims,  but  cannot  promote 
them  with  the  same  advantage.  The  British 
Empire  has  traditions  that  are  denied  to  others. 
Its  influence  extends  to  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  It  has  led  the  way  in  the  triumphs  of 
civilization.  It  is  an  object  not  of  fear  but  of 
respect  to  other  countries.  It  has  proved  its 
zeal  for  the  best  objects  so  often  that  in  spite  of 
mistakes  at  one  time  or  another,  the  general 
confidence  of  the  world  has  been  won.  Go 
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where  you  will,  the  fact  that  you  are  a  British 
subject  gives  you  distinction. 

All  these  things  the  pupils  in  the  schools  of 
Ontario  have  inherited  from  their  forefathers. 
In  no  other  part  of  the  Empire  can  be  found  a 
more  impressive  illustration  of  how  the  courage 
and  labour  of  previous  generations  worked  out 
their  share  of  the  great  task.  Ontario  is  the 
Empire  in  miniature.  The  loyalist  pioneers  laid 
the  foundations  and  their  children  and  grand¬ 
children  completed  them.  It  rests  now  with  the 
boys  and  girls  of  to-day  to  carry  on  the  fine 
traditions  that  were  bequeathed  to  them  and  to 
show  that  they  have  the  pluck,  enterprise  and 
endurance  that  are  required  to  build  up  their 
country. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  outstanding  lessons  of 
Empire  Day  and  you  should  be  proud  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  prove  that  you  have  the  right 
stuff  in  you. 

G.  Howard  Ferguson, 
Minister  of  Education. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  PROGRAMME 
FOR  EMPIRE  DAY 

Friday,  May  21st,  1926 


FORENOON 

1.  Opening  Exercises — Scripture  Reading 
(Psalm  145)  and  the  Lord’s  prayer. 

2.  Hymn — “O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past.” 

3.  Essay  or  Address  by  Teacher. — “Empire 
Day”  (see  recent  Empire  Day  booklets). 

4.  Chorus — “The  Maple  Leaf.” 

5.  Geography  Lesson  or  Contest — -The  Map  of 
the  British  Empire. 

6.  Selection  on  Phonograph — “There’s  a  Land, 
a  Dear  Land”  (Brunswick  Record  2522A). 

7.  (a)  Recitation — “The  Golden  Rule”  (First 
Reader,  bottom  of  page  75). 

( b )  Recitation — “A  Gentleman  of  Ten” 
(Second  Reader,  page  104). 

8.  A  School  Song. 

9.  Recitation — “The  Charge  of  the  Light 
Brigade.”  (The  teacher  should  explain  the 
historical  incident.) 

10.  “Interchange  of  Teachers  Within  the 
Empire”  (Empire  Day  Booklet,  1926). 

11.  Selection  on  Phonograph — “Messages  to  the 
Boys  and  Girls  from  the  King  and  Queen” 
(Victor  Record  245001A). 

12.  Decoration  of  Memorial  Tablet  or  Monu¬ 
ment. 
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AFTERNOON 


1.  Chairman’s  Address. 

2.  Opening  Chorus — “O  Canada.” 

3.  Greeting  from  the  Prime  Minister  (Empire 
Day  Booklet,  1926). 

4.  Essay — “The/ Union  Jack”  (see  Empire  Dav 
Booklet,  1926). 

5.  (a)  Salute  the  Flag.  Words:  We  pledge 
allegiance  to  this  flag  and  to  our  King  and 
Empire  for  which  it  stands. 

(b)  Flag  Drill  or  Maypole  Dance. 

6.  Chorus  or  Phonograph  Selection — “Rule, 
Britannia”  (Victor  Record  16134). 

7.  Essay— “The  British  Empire”  (see  recent 
Empire  Day  Booklets). 

8.  Chorus — “The  Empire  is  Our  Country.” 

9.  Reading — “The  Unity  of  Our  Empire” 
(Fourth  Reader,  page  355). 

10.  Recitation — “Canada,  Be  True.” 

11.  Chorus — Memorial  Day  (see  Public  School 
Music  Course,  page  189). 

12.  Short  Addresses — By  Representative  Visi¬ 
tors. 

God  Save  the  King 

Note. — ’This  programme  is  only  suggestive 
and  may  be  modified  in  any  way  to  suit  local 
circumstances.  It  would  be  well  to  invite  the 
parents  and  representative  persons  of  the 
community  to  be  present  for  all  or  a  part  of  the 
programme.  When  the  Empire  Day  celebration 
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is  over  please  place  the  Empire  Day  Booklet  in 
the  school  library. 

FURTHER  SUGGESTIONS 

The  musical  part  of  an  Empire  Day  pro¬ 
gramme  might  include  items  from  the  following 
heads : 

1.  Canadian  songs  by  Canadian  composers. 

2.  British  songs  of  a  national  and  patriotic 
character. 

3.  Folk  songs  and  folk  dances. 

4.  May-time  songs,  introducing  as  a  special 
item  a  maypole  dance. 

5.  Songs  introducing  a  spectacular  display. 

6.  Display  items  such  as  “The  Union  Jack,” 
A.  R.  Gaul  (Novello,  London,  England), 
contains  four  songs,  with  actions  involving 
the  grouping  of  the  flags,  leading  up  to  the 
making  of  the  Union  Jack. 

USEFUL  SONG  BOOKS 

“The  Educational  Music  Course,”  A.  T. 
Cringan,  The  Canada  Publishing  Co.,  Toronto. 

“School  and  Community  Song  Book,”  Vogt 
and  Willan  (W.  J.  Gage  &  Co.,  Toronto). 

“Songs  of  the  British  Islands,”  Hadow  (Anglo- 
Canadian  Music  Co.,  Toronto). 

“Novello  School  Songs”  (Novello,  London, 
England). 
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HYMN 


O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 

Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 
And  our  eternal  home. 

Under  the  shadow  of  Thy  throne 
Thy  saints  have  dwelt  secure; 

Sufficient  is  Thine  arm  alone, 

And  our  defence  is  sure. 

Before  the  hills  in  order  stood, 

Or  earth  received  her  frame, 

From  everlasting  Thou  art  God, 
To  endless  years  the  same. 


THE  EMPIRE  IS  OUR  COUNTRY 

God  save  our  Country,  keep  her  great 
In  Justice,  honour,  truth; 

May  Freedom’s  star  in  every  state 
Be  bright  as  the  hope  of  youth; 

Hear,  children  of  the  Maple  Leaf, 

Whose  voice  would  reach  the  dome, 
The  Empire  is  our  Country 
And  Canada  our  home. 

Chorus 

God  bless  our  Empire 
With  heart  and  voice  we  sing, 

God  bless  Canada; 

God  save  our  King. 

That  Mother  Isle  whence  Freedom’s  rays 
Are  sent  to  light  the  world 
Finds  strength  not  known  in  other  days 
In  daughter  flags  unfurled. 

And  faith,  not  fear,  not  law  but  love 
Forbids  us  now  to  roam, 

The  Empire  is  our  Country 
And  Canada  our  home. 
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CANADA,  BE  TRUE 

Thy  Motherland  her  freedom  gave, 

To  live  in  thee  anew, 

And  to  thy  royal  heritage 
O  Canada,  be  true! 

Hold  high  the  glory  of  our  flag, 

Awave  in  every  breeze, 

From  splendent  east  to  glowing  west, 

Between  the  mighty  seas. 

Phe  Lord  lent  us  the  snow-crowned  hill, 

The  vale  of  golden  grain, 

The  towering  tree,  the  yawning  mine, 

The  stream  that  swells  the  main. 

He  gave  us,  too,  the  far-flung  rail, 

The  tongued  dynamic  fire, 

The  stately  street  and  garden  fair, 

The  school  and  sacred  spire. 

Then  give  us,  Lord,  the  helpful  hand 
To  all  mankind  who  call; 

Be  Thou  the  Friend  of  every  race, 

And  dwell  supreme  in  all.  \ 
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MEMORIAL  DAY 


Not  costly  domes,  nor  marble  towers, 

Shall  mark  where  friendship  comes  to  weep; 

Let  clustering  vines  and  fragrant  flowers 
Tell  where  the  nation’s  heroes  sleep. 

They  rest  in  many  a  shaded  vale, 

By  and  beneath  the  sounding  sea; 

The  forest  winds  their  requiem  wail, 

The  glorious  sons  of  Liberty. 

They  merit  all  our  hearts  can  give, 

Our  praises  and  our  love  they  claim; 

Long  shall  their  precious  names  survive, 

Held  sacred  by  immortal  fame. 

Blest  be  the  land  for  which  they  fought, 

The  land  where  Freedom’s  banners  wave; 

The  land  by  blood  and  treasure  bought, 

Where  dwell  the  free,  where  sleep  the  brave. 
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INTERCHANGE  OF  TEACHERS  WITHIN 
THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE 


I 

A  n  article  written  by  an  Ontario  teacher  who  spent 
a  year  in  England  as  an 
Interchange  Teacher 

Not  only  do  visiting  teachers  have  a  wonderful 
chance  to  know  the  British  Isles,  but  also  a 
chance  to  see  and  to  study  life  in  a  few  continent¬ 
al  countries  because  there  is  always  a  tour  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  League  of  Empire  for  each  of  the 
longer  holidays — Christmas  and  Easter.  The 
Christmas  tour  includes  a  visit  to  the  leading 
cities  of  Italy  where  one  fairly  revels  in  the 
Art  Galleries  crowded  with  masterpieces  of  both 
the  brush  and  the  chisel.  A  trip  to  Italy  is  a 
lasting  joy  and  not  to  be  lightly  overlooked. 
Then,  besides,  there  is  Brussels  and  Paris  to  be 
visited.  Paris  is  Paris — and  nothing  more  need 
be  said. 

Though  our  schools  are  different  from  their 
schools,  and  granted  that  what  is  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  for  the  one  would  not  do  at  all  for  the  other, 
yet  there  is  much  of  value  to  be  gleaned  from  a 
year’s  work  in  the  London  schools.  Canadian 
schools  might  well  emulate  the  thoroughness 
with  which  the  following  are  taught,  viz., 
singing,  class  games,  swimming,  dramatic 
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work  and  Scripture.  The  singing  is  really 
remarkable  and  reflects  credit  on  both  pupils 
and  teachers.  Class  games  form  part  of  the 
regular  work  and  this  might  be  of  value  to  us. 
The  daily  Scripture  lesson  gives  the  Old  Country 
child  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  Bible  that  far 
too  many  Canadian  children  do  not  get.  Yes,  * 
there  are  many  ways  in  which  one  may  profit 
from  a  year  in  the  London  schools. 

The  pupils  of  that  teacher  who  has  been  on 
exchange  in  any  country  directly  benefit  from 
their  teacher’s  experiences.  The  Colonial  teach¬ 
er  returns  filled  with  the  traditions  of  a  great 
past,  and  with  an  enthusiasm  for  the  present, 
and  is  thereby  more  fitted  to  foster  that  filial 
love  towards  the  Motherland  which  should  form 
an  important  part  of  every  teacher’s  work.  The 
Old  World  child  gets  a  clearer  idea  of  life  in 
the  Dominions  from  their  returned  teacher  than 
they  could  possibly  get  from  any  text  book.  In 
fact  there  are  very  few  text  books  where  Col¬ 
onial  life  is  mentioned  that  does  not  give  a  very 
warped  idea  of  it.  In  many  of  them  Canada  is 
still  merely  the  native  haunt  of  the  bear  and  the 
bison  and  the  home  of  the  wild  Indians. 

The  bonds  of  union  must  be  more  securely 
welded  if  our  vast  Empire  is  going  to  weather 
the  stormy  times  of  the  present  and  of  the  future. 
How  can  this  union  be  cemented  any  better  than 
by  a  mutual  understanding!  Many  differences, 
wrong  ideas  and  fancied  grievances  could  |be 
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adjusted  much  more  easily  if  we  knew  each  other 
better.  The  teacher  who  is  moulding  the  ideas 
of  our  future  citizens  should  know  more  about 
this  land  that  is  the  cradle  of  our  race.  The  Old 
World  has  a  great  deal  to  give  to  us  of  the  newer 
Dominions  and  we  should  be  ready  and  willing 
to  accept  what  the  ages  have  to  hand  down  to  us. 
That  indefinable  solidity,  integrity  and  the 
slow-but-sure  demeanour  of  the  average  Britisher 
has  a  very  steadying  influence  on  us  more  rapid¬ 
going  peoples.  To  know  the  people  of  the  Old 
Country  is  to  admire  them,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  have  that  sense  of  security  that  is  so  satisfy¬ 
ing.  Is  that  not  a  condition  greatly  to  be 
desired? 

Again,  the  Old  World  teacher  who  is  too  apt 
to  remain  in  the  one  groove  in  which  he  was 
born  needs  the  stimulus  of  the  greater  freedom 
and  more  open  life  of  the  Dominions.  Oh,  yes, 
we  too  have  something  to  give  that  is  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  Old  World  teacher. 
The  League  of  Empire  people  candidly  admit 
that  their  main  idea  in  fostering  this  interchange 
is  to  do  a  little  missionary  work  along  the  lines 
of  a  more  friendly  feeling  between  the  Mother¬ 
land  and  her  Dominions.  They  show  great 
foresight  and  excellent  judgment  in  selecting  the 
teacher  to  be  the  bearer  of  that  gospel  of  good 
will  among  the  parts  of  our  dearly  loved  Empire. 

If  a  teacher  cannot  get  an  exchange  to  the 
Old  World  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
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favour  of  getting  one  to  any  of  our  sister  Dom¬ 
inions,  as  there,  too,  one  meets  new  conditions, 
new  problems,  new  ideas.  An  interchange  of 
teachers  throughout  our  own  Dominion  would 
help  to  bring  about  a  better  understanding 
among  the  Provinces,  and  thus  help  to  form  a 
greater  Canada. 

II 

A  letter  written  by  an  English  teacher  who  has  spent 
a  year  in  Ontario  as  an 
Interchange  T eacher 

Dear  Canadian  Cousins: 

Here  I  am  in  your  great  country  of  Canada. 
Last  August  I  set  sail  from  Liverpool  in  order 
to  come  and  teach  in  Canada,  so  that  at  the  end 
of  my  year’s  sojourn  here  I  may  return,  having 
learned  much  that  will  be  valuable  to  English 
children  and  their  education,  while  the  Canadian 
teacher  who  has  taken  my  place  in  England  will 
no  doubt  come  back  to  Canada  with  a  richer 
and  fuller  understanding  of  the  Motherland  and 
her  system  of  education. 

After  six  days’  sailing  on  the  water  we  sighted 
the  St.  Lawrence  River.  What  a  beautiful  day, 
and  what  a  wonderful  river!  The  sky  above  was 
a  glorious  blue  and  in  this  mighty  dome  little 
white  feather  clouds  hurried  along,  and  as  I 
looked  at  these  and  the  purple  Laurentian 
highlands  in  the  distance  I  wondered,  like  one 
entering  Fairyland,  what  Canada  held  in  store 
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for  me.  Last  year  at  the  YVembly  Exhibition  in 
London,  I  was  able  to  form  some  idea  of  Canada's 
mineral  wealth  and  national  resources,  but  to 
understand  these  thoroughly  one  must  become 
acquainted  with  and  really  experience  Canada. 
From  my  knowledge  now  I  can  honestly  say  that 
one  is  well  repaid  for  becoming  acquainted  with 
Canada. 

I  was  first  impressed  by  the  great  distances 
here.  I  never  realized  before  how  small  is  our 
Island  Home,  but  it  is  to  this  small  island  that 
all  our  thoughts  are  turned,  for  there  is  the  great 
Motherheart  of  the  vast  multitudes  of  children 
who  make  up  the  British  Empire  and  there  one 
realizes  and  welcomes  the  larger  influences  of 
British  ideals  and  traditions. 

Your  fine  school  buildings  also  attracted  my 
attention.  We  have  well-equipped  schools  in 
England,  but  I  wish  every  child  in  the  Home¬ 
land  had  the  advantages  of  your  splendid 
buildings.  How  I  would  like  some  of  the  children 
from  the  crowded  districts  at  home  to  have  the 
privilege  of  playing  in  your  wide  open  play¬ 
grounds,  of  breathing  your-  invigorating  air, 
experiencing  your  outdoor  sports,  and  seeing 
your  wonderful  trees.  Wouldn’t  you  welcome 
these  children  too?  For  are  we  not  one  large 
family?  I  realized  this  truth  on  Armistice  Day 
— that  day  of  joy,  and  yet  to  some  a  joy  touched 
with  pain.  I  stood  in  my  class-room  last  Novem¬ 
ber,  an  English  teacher  surrounded  by  Canadian 
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children,  yet  all  taking  the  same  part  in  the  two 
minutes’  soul-stirring  silence.  We  were  unitedly 
one  in  remembrance  of  the  great  sacrifice  of 
1914-1918.  Again  we  heard  the  message  that 
has  come  down  the  intervening  years: 

“To  you  from  failing  hands  we  throw 
The  torch;  be  yours  to  hold  it  high.” 

Now  Empire  Day  comes  round.  In  English 
schools  during  the  weeks  preceding  Empire  Day 
each  child  hears  again  the  old  and  yet  ever- 
thrilling  stories,  and  wonderful  adventures  of  the 
great  heroes,  who  have  made  our  Empire 
mighty,  and  an  Empire  of  which  we  are  all  so 
proud.  Each  child  is  stirred  to  the  depths  of 
feeling  as  he  listens  to  the  stories  of  Wolfe 
scaling  the  Heights  of  Abraham,  of  Livingstone 
in  darkest  Africa,  of  Captain  Cook  planting  the 
British  flag  beneath  the  Southern  Cross,  and  of 
Clive  in  tropical  India.  When  I  return,  how 
much  more  shall  I  be  able  to  tell  them  of 
Canadian  heroes,  and  of  how  Canadian  boys  and 
girls  are  keeping  this  same  spirit  of  patriotism 
alive.  Then  Empire  Day  dawns,  historical 
recitations  are  said,  tableaux  representing  the 
children  of  the  Empire  are  given,  stirring 
Empire  songs  are  sung,  and  last  of  all  our 
National  Anthem  is  sung  with  vigour,  for  we  are 
all  eager  to  show  a  willing  and  loving  allegiance 
to  our  King.  Then  each  child  marches  past  and 
salutes  the  Union  Jack — the  flag  for  which  men 
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have  fought  and  died,  and  which  as  it  waves  in 
the  breeze  sends  out  its  message  of  unity, 
liberty  and  honour.  Now  this  year  I  am  anxious 
to  see  how  Canadian  boys  and  girls  celebrate 
Empire  Day. 

I  admire  your  country  of  Canada,  I  appre¬ 
ciate  your  schools,  but  I  care  most  of  all  for  the 
Canadian  people — good-hearted,  kind,  free,  and 
the  soul  of  hospitality.  When  I  return  to 
England  I  shall  have  stored  in  the  Hall  of 
Memory  many  beautiful  scenes  of  Canada,  many 
happy  memories  of  school  life,  but  the. dominat¬ 
ing  thought  will  be  the  goodly  hand  of  fellowship 
held  out  to  me  by  the  Canadian  people.  And 
after  all  a  country’s  greatness  lies  not  in  wide 
domains,  many  turreted  palaces,  and  mighty 
cities,  but  in  the  greatness  of  spirit  of  her  people, 
and  as  long  as  Canada  maintains  this  same  spirit 
she  will  be  proud  of  her  country  and  her  people. 

Yours  faithfully, 

English  Teacher. 


22 


EXTRACTS  FROM  ADDRESSES  BY 
BRITISH  STATESMEN 


Lord  Rosebery 

“The  British  Empire  is  the  greatest  secular 
agency  for  good  now  known  to  mankind.  .  .  . 
It  would  be  nothing  were  it  the  mere  symbol  of 
violence  and  rapine,  or  even  of  conquest.  It  is 
what  it  is  because  it  represents  everywhere 
peace,  commerce,  civilization  and  the  gospel  of 
humanity.” 

“Men  are  misled  by  the  analogy  of  other 
empires  ancient  and  modern.  They  will  not  and 
cannot  realize  that  the  British  Empire  is,  and 
must  necessarily  always  be,  unlike  these.  The 
true  ideal  is,  and  should  be,  a  vast  co-operative 
league  of  contented  Anglo-Saxon  states,  together 
with  an  empire  in  the  east  of  different,  races  and 
conditions.  When  that  truth  is  grasped,  we 
shall  have  less  of  the  perilous  rhetoric  as  to  the 
necessity  either  of  mechanically  drawing  closer 
or  drifting  apart,  less  of  the  specious  fallacy  that 
if  there  be  not  a  constant  centripetal  movement 
in  the  Empire  there  will  be  a  constant  contri- 
fugal  movement.  You  might  as  well  say  that  if 
the  pillars  of  a  Doric  temple  be  not  continually 
pulled  together  they  will  fall  outwards  and  ruin 
t he  building.” 


Joseph  Chamberlain 

"I  have  heard  it  said  that  we  never  had  a 
Colonial  policy,  that  we  have  simply  blundered 
into  all  the  best  places  in  the  earth.  I  admit  that 
we  have  made  mistakes.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
we  are  answerable  for  sins  of  commission  as  well 
as  sins  of  omission;  but  after  all  is  said  this 
remains — that  we  alone  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth  have  been  able  to  establish  and  to 
maintain  colonies  under  different  conditions  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  that  we  have  maintained 
them  to  their  own  advantage  and  ours,  and  that 
we  have  secured,  not  only  the  loyal  attachment 
of  all  British  subjects,  but  the  general  goodwill 
of  the  races  whether  they  be  native  or  whether 
they  be  European,  that  have  come  under  the 
British  flag.” 
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